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t's the best week of the year! VBS
week! If you're a kid in kindergarten
to 5th grade, Crocodile Dock is for YOU!
Loads of activities, songs, Bible
stories, and snacks each day. And to top
everything off there’s special activities
each day!

®* Monday search the grounds with a
Treasure Hunt.

¢ Tuesday you can splish-splash at the
Markey Water Park.

* Wednesday see all the animals at
the Petting Zoo.

* Thursday wear your
smile for Picture Day.

brightest

* Friday wrap up a great VBS week
with our Picnic.

Bring all your friends and
have great fun! If you have any ques-
tions contact Miss Mary, 745-1508.

ADULTS® CAMP AT LAKE LOUISE
MONDAY. AUGUST 17—FRIDAY. AUGUST 21

Kathy and Jim Kent will be direct-
ing the Adults’ Jamboree at Lake
Louise for the 26th season and you are
invited to join in the fun. Check in be-
gins at 3pm Monday, Check out is 10am
Friday. The cost for the camp is $160
which includes: four overnights, eleven
meals, three snacks and a large picture
of the campers. Activities include Bible
Studies, campfires, vespers, swimming,

boating, fishing, hiking, candlelight

communion service, shuffleboard, a trip
for ice cream cones, crafts, lots of free

time, and the WORLD’S BEST TAL-
ENT SHOW!

There is still room for you to reg-
ister and scholarships are available.
Contact Miss Pastor Mary to get regis-
tration materials.

Markey Christian Ministries, Inc., Board Meeting

7pm Thursday, August 6 at Country Village

Country Village affordable senior adult apartments is currently leasing apartments. If
you know of any senior adults who need a safe, affordable place to live (right next
door to a great church) call Manager Judy Barbour at 821-8091.

THE CALVARYMEN
QUARTET RETURNS
TO MARKEY CHURCH

8:30 & 11:00AM
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2

he Calvarymen Quartet is

returning to Markey Church
and will provide all the service
music at our two worship ser-
vices on Sunday August 2.

They bring with them
their excellent repertoire of
Southern Gospel music. People
of all ages enjoy their excellent
music and wonderful presenta-
tion. We are expecting a large
attendance, so come a little early
to get a good seat — and bring a
friend!

Pastor Jim’s devotional
meditation is entitled, Compas-
sionate, and is taken from Ephe-
sians 4:17-32.

A separate offering will
be received at the conclusion of
the service to thank the Calvary-
men Quartet for coming.
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Here we go. There’s an elephant in our
living room that everyone knows is there,
but nobody is talking about.

We are currently in, or possibly beginning to come
out of, the biggest recession since the Great Depression.
It has been particularly bad in Michigan, even worse in
Northern Michigan. What is amazing to me is what no-
body is talking about. Let’'s change that by talking about
it right now.

This recession was created by bad debt. And a lot
of it. Period.

Our government is attempting to bail us out of this
recession, caused by way too much bad debt, by borrow-
ing money! We must be really addicted to borrowing
money to attempt to borrow our way out of a recession
caused by bad debt.

Now, before you blame the government for bor-
rowing money to cover their mistakes, and before you
blame this all on them, take a look at your credit card bal-
ances. The AVERAGE credit card in our country has a re-
volving balance in the thousands of dollars. This means
our personal debt is in the same ballpark as our national
debt. We are a nation of debtors and we are in serious
trouble.

We have created this problem by a serious lack of
discipline which is empowered by rationalization. We ra-
tionalize when we want to do something which is wrong
and come up with all kinds of excuses to allow it. We de-
lude ourselves into thinking we will not pay off the full bal-
ance this month because we will surely pay it off next
month. And, of course, we don’t. But we rationalize that
we need all this stuff and we will pay for it over time.

BFR Every Sunday Evening for Mid-

dle Schoolers and High Schoolers
6:00 -~ 7:45pm
Everyone entering grades 6 — 13 this fall is invited to
attend our weekly BFR (Bible, Food, Rick) in the church
dining room on Sunday evenings. Join us for great food,

interesting Bible study and other fun stuff to do with great
people. Contact Rick Oatman for more details.

RECESSIONALIZATION

We have chosen to live beyond our means
because we think we can afford it. We cannot.

The truth is we don’t need all this stuff and
we don’t need it now. The truth is we are buying
things with money we don’t have to buy things we
don’t want to impress people we don't like.

This is the truth. This recession was caused
by us. We were willing to borrow lots of money to buy
lots of stuff. And the truth beyond this is if we expect
the government to bail us out by borrowing more
money we are totally looney toons.

The solution is very difficult. We must begin
telling ourselves the truth. Rationalization caused
this recession and it has to stop. We cannot keep
deluding ourselves into believing we can buy any-
thing we want any time we want it whether we have
the cash in hand or not.

Of all the people in the world, we have the
best opportunities, right now, to save up money for
the things we really need. Most of us could retire as
millionaires if we would save for the future and not
make purchases until we had saved up the money to
do so.

So here is the message. According to the
comic strip Pogo: “We have met the enemy and he
is us.”

We can beat this recession simply by behav-

ing ourselves.

What a concept.

YOUTH LEADER TEAM MEETING

7:00pm Tuesday August 25

he Youth Leader Team will be meeting to begin

planning for an exciting fall under the leadership
of our new Minister with Youth, Ryan Madis. Parents
and anyone wishing to volunteer to help is invited to
attend.
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