he theme for this year's Steward-

ship Campaign is Glory Days! The

schedule for the Sunday messages is:

May 31........... Glory Days!
Psalm 19:1-10

June 7............ Future Glory
Romans 8:18-25

June 14.......... Called to Glory

2 Thessalonians 2:13-17

The Bible uses the word, “glory,”
to speak of the presence of God in pow-
erful ways. This year we will focus on
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what God’s powerful presence is do-
ing in Markey Church especially as
we seek to reach those who do not
know Christ. We will especially be
preparing to reach young people
through a variety of ministries. We
hope this campaign will be a great
success and allow us to call Ryan
Madis to be our Minister with Youth
beginning October 1.

More information will be com-
ing which will allow you to participate
and help us reach out in the name of
Christ.

NEWS FROM THE TRANSITION TEAM

T he Transition Team (Bob Gillespie,
Kathy Kent, Kolka,
Roxanne James, and Ginna Wenger)
ARE CURRENTLY WORKING
WITH Pastor Jim to draft Guiding
Principles for our new form of church

Donna

governance. They will provide a start-
ing point for the Council of Elders the
church will elect in September. We ex-
pect our new system to be operating by
the beginning of our next church year,
October 1.

When the drafts are printed they
will be published and circulated to the
congregation for comments, questions,
and input. The goals of the new Guiding
Principles are:

® To help our church do a better job of
reaching people for Christ.

To free our people to do actual min-
istry.

®* To help our church staff (paid and
volunteer) to support our people as
they do ministry.

To free up our Lead Pastor to lead.

To help our elders set appropriate
boundaries.

To make us all accountable to Christ
and to each other.

Please remember to pray for the
Transition Team as they continue in this
important work.

Bloodmobile Returns To Roscommon
Noon-5:45 pm Monday, June 15

Join us at the First Congregation Church to share the gift of life. If you
have any questions please contact Pastor Jim.
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GLORY DAYS!
CELEBRATION

4:00pm
Sunday, June 14

I‘ : veryone is invited to the

Glory Days! Celebration.
It is a 50’s/60’s party in the
church gym (and outside,
which

will include a burger bar, an

weather permitting)
old-tyme soda fountain with
lots of ice cream, great oldies
music, dances, and a Guitar

We are

Hero competition.

s

'feegaay

encouraging you
to come dressed
in appropriate
clothing and will
have prizes for those in the
best costumes of the period.
More
available soon for you to re-

information will be

serve your place and/or sign
up to help.
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| admit it. | was getting hooked. Between tele-
vision, radio, and satellite radio in my car (as |

OK.

was driving around on church business an average of 100
miles a day), | was listening to the talking heads WAY too much.
| was always taught to be a good citizen. | was trained to teach
Social Studies and did so before entering seminary. And... |
know our church NEEDS a Lead Pastor who is up on all the cur-
rent issues! But it was taking its toll.

Sometime during the long winter of our distress, |
found that | had had enough. How much bad news and dire
predictions can one guy take? Given our wars, our deceased
economy, never ending politics, plus illnesses, injuries and pre-
mature deaths in our congregation, | couldn’t take it any more.
| did a radical thing. | flexed my power. |turned the talking
heads off. All of a sudden, the yelling, blaming, exaggerating,
name-calling, and self-serving political biases were gone from
my ears (not to mention the ridiculous commercials which fund
them. Note: Do | really have ten pounds of pasty plaque built
up in my intestines from too many hot dogs?) | even started
hitting the delete button on my emails from most of the for-
wards that | suspected were political overkill.

Instead I've been listening to music. Joyful oldies, won-
derful classical music, and even some jazz.

| am feeling better. | can hear God better in the music
than in the polarizing harangue. Go figure.

Like other ex-addicts | can spot those who are not
clean and sober with regard to the media blitz in a heartbeat.
Our talking heads are competing for their jobs. They are not
informing us. If they can make us mad enough, or afraid
enough, or proud (of ourselves) enough, we will contribute to
making them rich and famous while we become basket cases.
None of them are looking out for us, not even the ones who say
every day that they are. They are encouraging us to be madder,

CONFESSIONS OF AN
EX-TALKING HEADS JUNKIE

scareder, and more self-serving than we already are. This
is particularly hard on our older people. This is very un-
healthy for us and for our nation. It is making us see our
own neighbors as enemies with nasty labels. This really
stinks. And | am walking away from it.

A few years ago several people walked away from
our church because | didn’t match up well with their politi-
cal biases. People we love were gone from our fellowship
and replaced us with a church they hoped would confirm
their political prejudice. Our Christian faith is empowered
by Christ to bring people together, not to be subordinated
to partisan, divisive politics.

I am inviting you to join me in silencing the talking
heads. Just turn them off. Do you really need to have
somebody in your ears making you angrier and more
afraid? Most of us can get angry and afraid without any
help. And remember, not all of the talking heads are on
the TV and radio. Some of them are the gossips in our
neighborhoods and on our phones. Remember that the
Bible is clear that listening to gossip is a devastating sin,
just like repeating gossip.

Oh, by the way, | heard that the gossips are telling
you for the umpteenth time that | am retiring. | am sure
that is just wishful thinking on their part. No such luck.
Now that | have turned off the talking heads, | should be
in great shape to continue in genuine ministry at Markey
Church and torment the gossips for years to come!

My television screen is fabulously dark. | am lis-

tening to jazz. Itis very good.

Itis very good.

WELCOME BACK PASTOR JACK AND ARLETTE HARRIS

fter a L-O-N-G winter away from us in sunny Florida, Pastor Jack and Arlette are back home at Houghton Lake. We look
forward to them assisting Ron Howell and Pastor Jim with visits to friends and members of our church. We will be de-

lighted to have Jack back leading hymn singing and preaching from time to time. We will certainly enjoy having them with us
until November when they plan to return to the sunshine. Be sure to give them a call at 422-5269 to welcome them back up
north!

Page 2

Volume 30, Issue 6



HEALING FROM ABUSE
A Small Group Experience for Women

Offered by: Monarch Center Counge[ing treated with disrespect; verbally berated for
doing something that displeased your abuser
Forced to participate in any kind of sexual
activity against your will

* Forced to have sex in order to get the things

This 16-week small group is for any woman who .
has ever been abused, and is ready to take some
steps toward healing. Topics to be covered in-
clude:

Addressing Abandonment Issues you need
Dealing with Anxiety, Guilt and Shame *  Neglected or denied basic needs
Being Honest About Our Emotions )
Building Blocks for a Healthy Self-Image Counsglors/Leaders. Sharon Ashvyorth &_Murphy
Eliminating Self-Sabotage Where: Markey Church - Friendship Room
g g When: Wednesdays, June 3 - September 16
What'’s the Definition of Abuse? 10am—Noon OR 6:30-8:30pm

For More Info:Monarch Center: 989-225-1269

* Hit, punched, shoved, kicked, or beaten for | note: This group will be offered again: January-April

making a mistake or doing something that
displeased your abuser

Pick up a registration form from the church office or
* Called degrading names; devalued or

contact Monarch Center to register.

The Calvarymen Quartet Returns to Markey Church

8:30 and 11:00am Sunday, June 21

Many people through the years have enjoyed the visits of the Calvarymen Quartet to our worship

services. This year they return to both services on Sunday, June 21. Bring your friends and family and
come early for good seats as the Calvarymen Quartet provides all of the service music on Father’'s Day. Everyone
enjoys their energetic presentation of Southern Gospel music with their genuine faith and great sense of humor.
At the end of the service we will receive a special offering for their support.

Markey LIFE Groups

There is room | MEETING DAY TIME LOCATION LEADERS
for YOU in a m—

LIFE &roup. SUNDAY 4:15pm At the Church, East Wing Rm #4 $82132Le:€ésg(?§§i?gggg)
Contact a

leader for MONDAY 6:30pm The Redmons’ 7280 Birch Road Jeff Redmon (821-9227)

. Russ Bennett (821-07511
more infor- ( )

mation.

TUESDAY 7:00pm Norma Price 5840 E. Pinewood Norma Price (275-8594)

. , Pam/Brian Reicks (821-8244)
WEDNESDAY 6:30pm The Cavanagh’s 4084 Markey Road Linda Remsing (821-7712)

. Glenn Schicker (821-5389)
THURSDAY 7:00pm Tom Rowell 107 Larkmoor Lane Tom Rowell (821-7172)

. . Mary Link (821-9676)
FRIDAY 10:00am Country Village 2nd Floor Lounge Betty Granzow (821-8426)
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