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MARKEY MAI LER 
MARKEY CHURCH 

ALL  CHURCH POTLUCK AND ALL  CHURCH POTLUCK AND 
BAKED GOODS AUCT IONBAKED GOODS AUCT ION   

Sponsored by the ABWSponsored by the ABW   

12:30pm SUNDAY, MAY 1712:30pm SUNDAY, MAY 17  

CLASS OF 2009 
BACCALAUREATES 
AT HIGH SCHOOLS 

7:30pm Tuesday,  
May 19 at RHS 

8:00pm Wednesday, 
May 27 at HLHS 

The public is cordially invited 
to an opportunity to celebrate 
and pray with the Class of 
2009.  The Baccalaureates at 
both high schools are student 
led programs sponsored by the 
Fellowship of Christian Ath-
letes/Jesus And Me clubs at 
the schools.  The graduates 
process in wearing their caps 
and gowns and are able to 
choose their own music, in-
clude Bible reading, prayer, 
and devotional messages.  We 
hope you will encourage the 
Class of 2009 by inviting your 
family and friends to join you 
in attending these excellent 
one-hour programs. 

 Check out the poster in the 
Library or your 
bulletin insert to 
sign up to bring a 
Potluck dish to 
pass and /or a 
baked good item 
for the auction.  
Beverage and place setting will be 
provided. 
 So if you bake something for 
the auction, bid on a goodie, or do 
both it’s going to be a great time of 
food, fun and fellowship for a great 
cause. 
 For more information contact 
Norma Price, 275-8597. 

TRANSITION TEAM NEWS 

T he Transition Team (Bob Gillespie, 
Kathy Kent, Donna Kolka,                

Roxanne James, and Ginna Wenger) 
continue to work with Pastor Jim in 
writing several documents to guide the 
Council of Elders and Lead Pastor when 
the new church year begins October 1.  
Last month the Transition Team hosted 
a lunch for the church boards, LIFE 
group leaders, and financial team to 
gather information to help write the 
Guiding Principles and strengthen the 
church staff.  At the same time the 
Transition Team is writing the first 

drafts of Mission Principles, Boundary 
Principles, and Accountability Princi-
ples which will encourage our church to 
focus on our mission and purpose in the 
future.  The intent of our new church 
structure is to make sure that our 
church places the highest priority on 
outreach and evangelism.  An important 
goal is to train and equip lots of people 
in our church to be actively involved in 
doing ministry. 
 The next meeting of the              
Transition Team is Monday, May 18 at 
4:00pm in Room 3. 

T he Markey Church American Baptist 
Women are planning an exciting 

fund raising event for the entire church 
on Sunday, May 17 at 12:30pm in the 
gym. 
 An All Church Potluck  will start 
the festivities with good food and fellow-
ship.  After dinner, professional Auction-
eer, Gary Kochensparger will lead the 
auction of Markey homemade baked 
goods.  You’ll be able to bid on your fa-
vorite goodie ...and hopefully win it!  All 
proceeds of the auction will go to Ameri-
can Baptist Missions which includes the 
support of our Markey Missionaries as 
well as local and national ABW minis-
tries. 
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THE DECLINE AND THE DECLINE AND 
FALL OF CHRIS TIAN FALL OF CHRIS TIAN 

AMERICAAMERICA   
tian.  They had witnessed the brutal conflict between 
Christian groups and determined that there would not be 
a state-endorsed religion and that Americans would be 
free to worship God as they wished, or not at all. 
 

 Today we are at war with religious extremists who 
resent our freedoms and would use violent means to take 
them away.  As a nation we are fighting to protect free-
dom, our own and the freedom of others. 
 

 On Memorial Sunday I will be preaching a mes-
sage entitled, “Not in Vain.”  I will be gathering feedback 
from veterans about the principles and values of our na-
tion which they sought to defend and protect.  Not the 
least of these values is freedom. 
 

 We cannot legislate Christian faith, it is a choice, 
a free choice.  In protecting and defending freedom we 
create the opportunity for people to be free to choose 
Christ. 
 

 We live in a free country.  As citizens we want to 
protect that freedom with all our might.  As Christians we 
want to freely demonstrate our faith by the way we live 
and the things we say so that others will see Christ in us 
and freely choose him. 
 

 We are not Al Quaeda.  We are not the Taliban.  
So we don’t want to share their vision of the role of gov-
ernment in matters of religion. 
 

 Freedom is our strongest ally. 

T his was the headline article and title on the cover of News-
week magazine on the day after Easter.  In his article Jon 

Meacham writes: 
 

 “There it was, an old term with new urgency:  post-
Christian.  This is not to say that the Christian God is dead, but 
that he is less of a force in American politics and culture than at 
any other time in recent memory.  To the surprise of liberals 
who fear the advent of an evangelical theocracy and to the dis-
may of religious conservatives who long to see their faith more 
fully expressed in public life, Christians are now making up a 
declining percentage of the American population.” 
 

 Wow. 
 

 After all these years of the Moral Majority, the religious 
right, and the powerful political influence of evangelical Chris-
tians, the percentage of self-identified Christians has fallen 10 
points in the past two decades. 
 

 Wow again.  So what is going on? 
 

 Evangelicals emphasize salvation by grace, a free gift 
of God through Jesus Christ.  At the same time evangelicals 
have fought hard for decades to legislate all manner of things 
in order to return America to our Christian roots.  Surprise.  It 
didn’t work. 
 

 Grace can’t be legislated.  There is no such thing as a 
Christian nation and there never has been.  Individuals become 
Christians when they accept the grace and power of Christ in 
their lives.  Nations do not become Christian, nations have 
Christians.  Big difference. 
 

 Many of the founders of our country were people of 
Christian faith.  They created our nation to be free, not Chris-

WELCOME BACK PASTOR JACK AND ARLETTE HARRIS 

A fter a L-O-N-G winter away from us in sunny Florida, Pastor Jack and Arlette are back home at Houghton Lake.  We look 
forward to them assisting Ron Howell and Pastor Jim with visits to friends and members of our church.  We will be de-

lighted to have Jack back leading hymn singing and preaching from time to time.  We will certainly enjoy having them with us 
until November when they plan to return to the sunshine.  Be sure to give them a call at 422-5269 to welcome them back up 
north! 




