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BLAST Is Back!

6:00pm Sunday, January 10

unday BLAST returns with dinner at 6:00pm and groups for all ages at
6:30pm on Sunday, January 10. BLAST includes great groups for children,
teens, and adults. The group for adults is led by Kathy and Jim Kent. In January
they will be working with a curriculum from Dave Ramsey on family finances

and debt reduction.

In February Michelle MacArthur will return with Love and

Logic Parenting information relating to the discipline of children.

We are encouraging parents to bring your children to BLAST and stay for the

parents’ session with Kathy and Jim.

NEWS FROM COUNTRY VILLAGE

Country Village Senior Adults
affordable apartments continues
to have a few apartments available
for lease. Country Village is open to
seniors age 62 or older or disabled
people who meet income require-
ments. For more information, call
Manager Judy Barbour at 821-8091.

The Markey Christian Minis-
tries Board will be meeting at 7:00pm
on Thursday, January 7 at Country
Village. Among other things we will
be planning a huge fund raising din-
ner at Coyle’s Restaurant on St. Pat-
rick’s Day.
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200 WNTER SUNDAY SERMON SERES:
You ASKED FOR IT!

WHEN 1S SEX RIGHT.WHEN 15 SEX WRONG?
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LAMPLIGHTERS’

LUNCH
Noon, Tuesday,

January 26

Il Markey Church

retirees are invited to
a great lunch and fellow-
ship with other retired per-
sons at noon on Tuesday,
January 36 in the church
dining room.

MORE at Markey
Church
6:00pm, Sunday,
January 31

arkey Church will host

the MORE worship ex-
perience for Roscommon
County teens at 6pm, Sunday,
January 31. MORE is sched-
uled on the fifth Sundays at a
variety of locations in the
county. MORE will be using the
gym, so BLAST will be moving
to the dining room to begin the
evening.
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am writing this column on the thirtieth Christmas Day
we have spent in the parsonage. That is a lot of Christ-
mases! The parsonage has certainly come to be our home.

As we begin a new year together, I pause to look back be-
fore | look forward.

I am in awe of the saints of our church who have gone be-
fore us. | have come to the point where the Markey Church
Heaven Division now outnumbers the Markey Church Earth
Division for me! This gives me quite a different perspective
on things. | am doing everything I can to make sure that our
ministry is current, while at the same time making sure we
hold true to the foundation set for us by the great people of
our past.

The people of Markey Church past taught me great things.
They taught me the importance of being efficient and effec-
tive.

So we come to a new year. We worship a God who loves
new beginnings. So what are we to do?

We approach the new year with FAITH. Faith gives us the
ability to see the invisible, hear the inaudible, and accom-
plish the impossible. We accept by faith that Christ has
done everything we need to forgive the failings of our past.
We trust by faith that the things he has taught us in the past
give us a great foundation on which to build our future. Per-
haps most importantly, faith protects us from looking back

30 CHRISTMIASES

all the time and frees us from the temptation of living
in the past.

We approach the new year with HOPE. Even though
times are difficult, we know that God is greater than
tough times. We trust God to see us through these
challenging days.

And he certainly will. We know that every day in
which we step into the future that Christ is already
there to greet us and protect us. Hope means we can
approach the future without worry. Worry is pointless
in the presence of Christ. Hope protects us from worry
and frees us from the temptation of getting ahead of
ourselves.

We approach the new year with LOVE. The apostle
Paul said, "Faith, hope, and love abide, but the greatest
of these is love.” The reason that love is the greatest is
simply this. Love is the power of God present in this
moment. We cannot live in the past, it is protected by
our faith. We cannot live in the future, it is protected
by our hope. The only time we can live is right now,
and our present is powered by the love of God.

Life is in session and | hope you are present! You can
show it by the ways in which you give life to your
love.

! SQunday BLAST at Markey Church !

* 6:00pm Supper for everyone in the gym
* 6:30 - 7:45pm Groups for all ages:
~ Children age K-5th grades in Kid’'s Korner with Miss Katie & Children’s Team

I ~ Junior High (grades 6th-8th) in the East Wing & High School (grades 9th-12th) -

] in the Loft with Ryan & Youth Leader Team
I ~ Adult Group in the Dining Room with Kathy & Jim Kent:

Financial Peace (a study for parents and grandparents)
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American Red Cross

Bloodmobile In
52 ClUb Roscommon County for

2 Visits 1n January
M arkey Church has developed over the past several Monday, January 18

years, a new format for youth ministry. This requires

more commitment from our young people, and more Noon-5:45 pm
direct support from the church. Young people who become At St. Johns Lutheran
members of our youth groups are required to attend youth Church, Houghton Lake
group and Sunday School regularly, abide by the group’s be-
havior guidelines, contribute at least 20 hours of mission pro- and
jects and pay monthly dues out of their own pockets. Wednesday, January 20
The advantages of this youth min.istrt,J format is dear. 10:00am-3:45pm
The youth are encouraged to greater commitment and much less
time and energy will be spent in fund raising. With the excep- At Kirtland Community
tions of the singing valentines and €aster breakfast, no other College—Student Center
fund raisers may be needed and the extra hours can be used to
serve people out of our sense of Christian mission. These two blood banks are supple-
This club is the final step in making our youth program mental drives for those who are not
work. Thirty (30) people are needed to contribute a dollar a on the regul_ar Roscqmmon blood
week ($52 per year) to raise the amount necessary to fund our drive rotation.

youth budget. Specifically, by joining the "52 Club” you will
help kids attend our Fall and winter Retreats, the Sr. High Con-
vention, the Jr. High Jamboree, special outings and overnights,
summer activities and the annual Youth Mission trip.

To join — fill out the bottom of this form and place it in
the offering plate or give it to Pastor Jim. You may contribute
your $52 all at once, $1 per week, or any way you like. Please
make your checks payable to Markey Church and mark your
checks "52 Club”. You may join the club as individuals, couples,
families or groups. If you have any questions ask Pastor Jim or
a member of the Youth Leader Team.

Help by giving the gift of life!

A Do We Have Your Birthday/
52 Club membershlp Anniversary Date?
Please fill out the form below and drop off in the
church office to have your special dates included
in the Markey Mailer.
Name Fill out for your family
Name Birthday
How Many Memberships___ Name Birthday,
Name Birthday
Name Birthday
Anniversary Date
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