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ST. PATRICK’S DAY BENEFIT AT COYLES
4:00—8:00PM WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17

oyles Restaurant is hosting a St.

Patrick’s Day dinner party to benefit
Markey Christian Ministries, Inc., the
nonprofit partner in Country Village sen-
ior adult affordable apartments. Tickets
may be purchased in advance from
Wilma Hendrixson, Russ Bennett, or Jim
Kent or may be purchased at the door.
Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for pre-
teens, and preschoolers are free. The
dinner includes unlimited visits to the
buffet, including the soup, salad, and
dessert bars. The buffet will feature lots

of entrees including corned beef and
cabbage.

The evening will be lots of fun
with entertainment and hourly 50-50
drawings. We hope you will invite your
friends to this great celebration all to
support Country Village. Come and
meet the Country Village family and re-
member to wear green!

For more information, call the
church office.

LENTEN SOUP LUNCHEONS

he LARC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic) fellowship including Markey and

Good Shepherd are again hosting weekly lunches featuring homemade soups
and breads. The lunches including great friendship and a Lenten devotional led by
the host pastor of each church. Everyone is welcome. The lunches are free of

charge. Here are the locations:

March 3
March 10
March 17

St. Hubert Church
St. Elizabeth Church
St. James Church

March 24 at Markey Church

If you would like to provide soup or bread, prepare coffee, or help serve on
March 24 at Markey Church, please contact Pastor Jim.
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2011 HOLY
X LAND TOUR
WITH

KATHY & JIM KENT

Kathy and Jim Kent are
planning a ten day tour of

the Holy Land in February or
March, 2011. The group will
depart from Markey Church
and fly out of Detroit Metro
Airport. The basic cost of the
trip will be about $2300 per
person (double occupancy)
and includes transportation,
breakfasts, and suppers.
There are trip extensions
available to Jordan or Egypt.
We will be traveling with Edu-
cational Opportunities. The
trip will include expert guides
and lecturers.

Kathy and Jim led trips
to the Holy Land and Egypt in
1986 and 1998. See them to
pick up a brochure and discuss
possible departure dates.
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YOUR KINGDOM COME,

YOUR WILL BE DONE

At that time John the Baptist came to the desert of Judea and started preaching. "Turn away from your sins,"
he said, "because the Kingdom of heaven is near!" Matthew 3:1-2
From that time Jesus began to preach his message: "Turn away from your sins, because the Kingdom of
heaven is near!" Matthew 4:17

hen I ask people the subject of the first lesson
Jesus taught, almost nobody gets it right. Would
you?

The Gospels are clear on the subject. Jesus
(preceded by John the Baptizer) proclaimed that the
Kingdom of God was coming to the here and now. To
most of us these days, this seems a vague way to be-
gin a ministry to change the world. We can think of
loads of other issues Jesus could have started out with
which may have packed a bigger punch. Butin fact,
his message of the Kingdom coming to our present
world flew in the faces of everything ancient Jews had
been taught.

The Jewish teachers of Jesus’ time, out of re-
spect for a God whose name they wouldn’t even say,
taught that God and his Kingdom kept their distance
from ordinary sinful people. God’s Kingdom existed in
a different place and would not be experienced in its
fullness until a very long time into the future. The
problem here is that even though this understanding
was meant to respect God, what it actually accom-
plished was to create an enormous distance between
people and God. Jesus literally became human to close
the gap. And that is why the Kingdom of God was the
first message taught and preached and remained the
hallmark of Jesus’ ministry on earth.

Every week in worship we pray as Jesus taught

us, “Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as
it is in Heaven.” Jesus taught us those words so we

would understand that his mission is to establish
the Kingdom of God on the earth in the here and
now. These words from the Lord’s Prayer remind
us that the Kingdom of God is present every time
God’s will is followed in our world the same way it
is in Heaven.

So John came preaching in the wilderness
and baptizing people in order to forgive their sins.
The message was simple. God’s Kingdom is no
longer far off. It is coming fast, so you’'d better
clean up your acts! And Jesus picked right up
where John left off. His message was simple. God
and his Kingdom are here. We must no longer
separate ourselves from God by sinning. When we
sin we are actually separating ourselves from a
God who is approaching us!

Our Spring Worship Series is entitled,
“God’s Kingdom Here and Now!” We will be study-
ing Jesus’ lessons about God’s Kingdom in Mat-
thew’s gospel. These messages will help us to en-
counter Jesus as a new kind of king who has ush-
ered in a new type of kingdom. We will spend our
spring Sundays studying Jesus’ first and most im-
portant message.

I hope you will make your attendance in
Sunday Worship a priority and that you will bring
your family, your friends, and your Bible.

=

Travel with Markey Church

THE MUSEUMS OF CHICAGO — APRIL 22-25, 2010

This will be an affordable, family friendly charter bus tour including accommodations in a downtown hotel.

HoLY LAND TOUR — LATE WINTER, 2011

Kathy and Jim will be leading their third tour of Israel with Educational Opportunities Travel. The trip will include options to visit
Jordan and Egypt as well.

If you would like more information on either or both of these trips please tear this form out, fill it in and place it in the offering
plate or return it to any member of the church staff.
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